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L CITIZEN happy couple
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Sharon Hartwell was pretty green when she hit #teng scene after more than a quarter centuryiofbe
married to her high school sweetheart.

The mother of two, 51, dated a few people but mgtineally clicked. Until she saw an advertisementMisty
River Introductions on TV one night. "Something tweaked me to make phane call," she says.

Clark Derraugh's second marriage had lasted ovgeafs, but when it ended he found it difficulinieet
women.

"l sat at my house up in Palmerston Lake all sumanermy friends kept telling me to go look for d,gihe
says. "l sat there all summer and there were nanaies jumping out of the lake!" He too saw an adMidsty
River, and decided to give it a shot.

Both Sharon and Clark, 57, met a handful of petpleugh the service, but never felt that elusivarkpTheir
own meeting almost didn't happen: Clark had Shanmofile and photo, and was dying for her to diva a
call (with Misty River it is up to women using tBervice to make the first contact). Sharon triedieeks, but
issues with the phone line kept her from gettinguigh.

Finally, the connection was made on Thanksgivingkead, 2007.

"l was making Thanksgiving dinner for my family,dcahe was doing the same. We didn't lack for
conversation,” Sharon says. "After the first phoalt | knew this was going to be it." They met wp dinner
the following weekend on Oct. 13, and talked fgheisolid hours. "We talked and talked, and we have
stopped talking since!" she says.

You can meet a really nice looking woman and simebeainterested in the same things you are, lthere's no
spark, there's no point, explains Clark. "But v8tiaron, | was in love right away. She walked it toom,
and | just looked at her and was like, wow. Shedsatn, and we started to talk, and it was as ifweee friends
for years," he says.

The couple celebrates monthly anniversaries; ol 8tle of every month they go for dinner, or Claty$
Sharon a gift or sends her flowers. "Thirteen ian'unlucky number for me! We laugh about it anglisa a
good day for us, and if there's a draw on the #&tlbuy a ticket,” Clark says.

They're both completely smitten with one anothéar8n says her favourite thing about Clark is gl kess.
"He can't go anywhere in a store, down the straghput stopping to talk to people,” she says.tla grocery
store, I'll be looking around for him and he's irdkto someone he doesn't know. He's helpful; isées
someone in trouble he'll be there to help out. Awery morning he tells me I'm beautiful.” "She h#ishe
qualities that | was looking for. She's outgoingod with people, has a great rapport with peopld, lahink
she's just absolutely gorgeous. Plus, she likedagy And he loves her," Clark says.



Clark and his rescued German Shepherd recently dnote Sharon's Kanata home after his back conmditio
deteriorated (relating to a broken back when heavetsild). He owns an island a couple hours otibwh, and
it will serve as the couple's own private summepre

When Clark's condition began to deteriorate, Shaftered to take care of him, an offer he was urfootable
accepting at first. But, he says, they take camagh other.

The couple has faced challenges, such as blenk@gfamilies. Sharon as a 26-year-old daughter22agear-
old son, and Clark's two daughters are 23 and a8ing lived on an island for many years, Clark was
accustomed to having so many people around atirttee Sharon also has seven brothers and sisteeseas
Clark is an only child. "He loves the family gatimgs!" Sharon says.

The future looks bright for the happy couple, whdhrilled with Misty River's match making services

"l definitely know we're going to live together fronow on. I'm as happy as I've ever been in my /hfa! |
just think she's wonderful. She's kind, consideaai loving; all the things a man could ever asK fGlark
says.

"We were both looking for someone to spend theotsur lives with, and | have found her.

| know she feels the same."
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It's a jungle out there
Exploring the future... and present... of finding bve online

By Pamela Eadie, The Ottawa Citizen bri&ary 10, 2009
In our fast-paced, technological society everytthag changed, and dating is no exception.

Sure, people are still meeting people the old Gasdd way - through friends, family, activities, amdrk - but
the Internet has emerged as a major resource @pig®oking for love. It's widely available, arfiefent way
to have access to a wide variety of potential ioterests, and in some cases, dating sites are free

But with all good things, there can be a dark stdeline dating can be frustrating and time consgm®@ttawa
resident Sarah (not her real name), 24, had aeuii plentyoffish.com off and on for nearly twoays, and
met about a dozen people through the site.

"I would try for a few months, give up, and they &igain,” she says. "l would also get frustratechbse |
didn't meet anyone online that I clicked with."

Her worst experience was meeting a man who proceedsake condescending remarks towards her. "lde sa
| wasn't smart," says Sarah, who has earned a Bacifé’sychology. "He talked about his lack of atmoln
and poor work ethic. And he didn't even buy me hihc



Her best experience had a dubious conclusion. "&destuff in common, good chemistry, and we gotglon
well. But he got rid of me by ignoring me and npéaking to me anymore, which is cowardly,” she says

Sarah thinks that while there are some good pewpiee, the Internet makes it easier for peopleite and
not treat people very well.

"l do prefer to meet people in person but | figutetbuldn't hurt to look online because it gave aweess to
people who | otherwise would not have crossed patthis" she says. She met her current boyfriencoitie
fashioned way though, through a writing class, emddn't be happier.

Joe (not his real name), 38, can be considereteaaveof the online dating world, having been péit for
nearly five years. "l wasn't meeting many peopitetigh my usual circles. When | went on the numlber o
people | was meeting increased exponentially. ltw@ameet someone and fall in love," he says.

He has met quite a few people through online daisigg Plenty of Fish and Lavalife, estimating tibial at
easily over 50. "You can talk for a bit but | udyaty to get a face to face right away to sedére's
chemistry," Joe explains.

He says some people, particularly women, lie abmit age. Men are more likely to lie about thesigt.
Others use old photos on their profile.

While he hasn't found the love of his life, he sty®sms been a positive experience. "People hagstan
regarding the online experience, but to me it's gmsefficient avenue to meet people. You can éod
someone's age, if they want children, what thdgking for... all before you even have contactwiltem,” he
says.

According to Joe, sometimes having too many opteamsbe a bad thing. "If they hit a bump in a tielathip
they go back online too soon, looking for anothgtian when they should try to work it out,” he sajReople
try to go online to find someone custom made.. |de isn't like that."

It certainly isn't, saykinda Miller, president of Misty River Introduction s, which is a paid match making
service. "You're really going to eliminate someywgood people if you base it just on criteria,” shgs. She
sometimes has to convince her clients to give some@ochance who doesn't match the criteria thegteut in
their minds for someone. Often, it's with greatftss

She estimates roughly 90 per cent of her clieritatetried online dating at one time or anothethitik it's a
good place to go when you just want to have funrartdnake a commitment to anyone. It tends to bditst
course for people because it's free," she saytot'df people who go on there are fresh out oflaianship or
marriage and they're just getting their feet waitidlly it's fun and it's affirming.

"But people come to us because they have metd f¢ople and have dated for a while and it hasorked
out, and it seems to be the same story every time."

She says it's important to meet up with potentie¢ linterests fairly quickly because you can't kniotlvere's
chemistry or not until you meet someone in persewnen if they do meet all of your ‘criteria.'

"That's what | find really different from beforeMas married. Back then it was about a cute guysadite
bar...but today it's so different,” she says.
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